A Note from Your Music Minister

Amber and | had a great time leading the kids in music at VBS. Before it
started though, | wasn’t sure how it would go. | had never worked VBS
before and it had been a long time since | had worked with kids. Amber
and | also spent a lot of time preparing for the songs. It took us a long time
to get the movements down. It eventually all came together. After hearing
the kids singing the songs and doing the movements it made all the prep-
aration worth it though. | am excited for what next year holds. Scott and |
have been going over some new ideas to do with VBS and | look forward
to how we can minister to kids in our community next year.

Andy
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The Norfleet News

Why We Do What We Do ;
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I read the transcript of a recent sermon from one of our larger, more theologically progressive
sister churches in the metro area. The church is a mega-church. They entertain lots of people on a
weekly basis, and collect lots of money, and pay for a large staff of twenty or so managing a large
campus.

In the “sermon” the preacher identified Jesus as the founder of the Christian faith. That seemed
odd to read, that one of our own Southern Baptist preachers would say that about Jesus. Obvious-
ly, that statement is true. But in the context of the beginning of the message it seemed as if the
Christian faith was just one of many competing faiths in the world, rather than “THE ONLY ONE
THAT COUNTS?” faith. The preacher goes on to say that Jesus was a great storyteller and that
Jesus frequently attracted huge audiences because he was quite entertaining when He spoke and
told stories. The preacher said, “that Jesus used metaphors for what He called the Kingdom of
God, where the Kingdom of God is a shorthand phrase for what life is like when God is in
charge.” Later in the “sermon,” an earlier follower of Jesus is quoted from the Bible. The preacher
quoted Ephesians 6:12 and never identified that verse to the Apostle Paul. Toward the end of the
sermon the preacher calls the Apostle Peter merely a friend of Jesus and quotes a verse from 1
Peter 5. And the crowd loved it. The sermon used no less than eight movie clips from a recent
horror movie called T h e  Qu i, &Hich tRel RatteneTomatoes website graded at 95%! Some
of the clips were quite intense and scary. The point of the sermon was that we live in an evil
world and probed the question as to whether we could ultimately trust God. The scriptures were
“cherry picked” to support the thesis of the sermon. They were simply quoted, most of them out
of context, with no explanation whatsoever.

But here is who we are: If the Bible is God breathed, if it is His revelation about himself to man-
kind, so that we might live in a right relationship with this thrice holy God, if the Bible is without
error, if you live in accordance with God’s commands and precepts you will never be outside of
God’s will, then what we need is a systematically thorough, theologically deep, worship experi-
ence each and every week where the Word of God is sung, and where the Word of God is sequen-
tially and expositorily preached, and where we treasure the scriptures as much more than a little
Bible salve to dab on our lives.

Jesus used metaphors to describe in earthly terms THE KINGDOM OF GOD, not something he
¢ a | the&Kigdgdom of God. He told us God is in charge in His Kingdom whether we acknowledge
Him or not, or whether we believe it or not. Jesus is the founder, leader, and ruler of THE WAY,
THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE, and no one will get to Heaven and the Father except by believing
and obeying Jesus. Jesus said that you must REPENT for the Kingdom of God is at hand! In the
aforementioned sermon, repentance was never mentioned. There is no salvation without repent-
ance. There is no salvation without expressed belief in Jesus Christ. There is no salvation without
obedience to Jesus Christ.

So many preachers come to the Bible seeking some solution to a problem just like someone
browsing the bookstore looking for the best self-help book. The Bible is not a self-help book, un-
less you want to help yourself to the wrath of God and eternal damnation and punishment. The
Bible tells us who God is, what God has done for us in Jesus Christ, what we ought to do consid-
ering that revelation, and then how we ought to live together to graciously and compassionately
administer the Kingdom of God on earth until the return of Jesus, when He will bring about the
final consummation of His Kingdom! That’s what we do. That’s who we are. No one needs a little
Bible salve. What we need is the Great Physician to do the necessary surgery on our hearts to trust
Him, obey Him, love Him, serve Him, and sacrifice for Him. What we need to do is REPENT and
BELIEVE!

@astor Scott
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Join Us for...

Movie Night!

August 3 - 6pm

Invite friends and acquaintances to Movie Night in
Fellowship Hall on Friday, August 3, at 6pm. We'll be
showing the movie fiMullyo .

“MULLY is the true story of Charles Mully, whose un-
likely stratospheric rise to wealth and power leaves
him questioning his own existence, searching for
meaning in life. Against the better judgment of family
and community, MULLY sets out to enrich the fate of
orphaned children across Kenya. Jeopardizing his
own life and the security of his family,*

Bring friends and some finger foods. We’'ll eat first
then watch the movie at 6:30.

August 5 - 5pm

Bring ice cream or a dessert of your choice and enjoy
some great fellowship! A sign-up sheet is on the
board.

And don’t forget, this is your last chance to bring in
school supplies for kids at Norfleet School and Mt.
Washington Service Center.
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A BIG Thank You to all the VBS teachers, workers,
pray-ers and those who made cookies for Family
Night! Our groups of kids may have been small but
the kids had a great time and got more individual-
ized attention. Hopefully we helped the Lord in mak-
ing a big impact on them and in instilling great bibli-
cal truths they will remember the rest of their lives.
Please continue to pray for them and their families.

THANK YOU EVERYONE!
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Sunday School News

Dear Church Family:

Lately, we have been averaging 45-50 members in our Sunday
School Class attendance. We have just finished VBS 2018 and
28 of our church members were involved in making our neigh-
borhood mission a success. Over 50% of our church body was
involved. With our small church, many of us are involved in
more than one responsibility in service to the Lord at Nor-
fleet. Thank you all for your contribution in making our church
family successful. We had a small number of children, but 6 of
the kids were unchurched and are learning about Christian
commitment.

This is the time of year when you are asked to pray about
where you will serve at Norfleet. Please let me know if you
want to teach, change classrooms as a teacher, or where the
Lord is leading you to serve. We do need teachers in youth,
and 4-5 grades, and Adult 5 women. Thank you teachers,
nursery workers, and children’s church workers. Staff, teach-
ers, and workers are invited to a Sunday School Appreciation
Dinner on August 18, 2018 at 5:00 p.m in Fellowship Hall.

God is Good all the time,

Susan Connor

Teacher o0s/ Wor ker 0s

August 1 8-5pm
(Fellowship Hall)
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Good Morning

Fellowship!

Coffee & Donut Fellowship Breakfast
August 5, 8:45am

/@ Senior Adult Game Days
¥ 4

August 1 & 15

Come enjoy great fellowship, donuts, a short devotion
and fun every 1st & 3rd Wed. of the month at 9:30am.

)
Carry-in Dinner & Business Meeting
g Sunday, Aug. 19 — 5pm

August Children’s Worship Workers
5 Susan Connor

12 Susan Connor

19 Mary Fisher & Sue Davidson

26 Bonnie Olds

August Nursery Workers
5 Becky Flippin & Romona McDanel
12 Becky Flippin
19 Sandy Choplin & Becky Flippin
26 Becky Flippin
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State & Local Missions

Mt. Washington Service Center

We received $48.00, 60 bars of
soap, 2 bottles of laundry detergent,
many toothbrushes and toothpaste
tubes and other personal care items
for Mt. Washington’s Service Center
in July. Thank you so much for your
donations.

Prayer-Walking
August 19 —6:30pm

Please join us as we walk and pray
for our schools. If you are not able
to walk with us please set aside this
time to pray at home.

International Missions

Kenya

Continue to pray for the Pastors and
new Christians in the areas where
the team visited this past March and
for the churches that have been
planted in the last several years.
Pray they will grow in their faith and
tell others about Jesus.

Thank you for supporting this minis-
try through your prayers and giving.

WOMEN'’S MISSIONARY UNION
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WOMEN

on Pission

Women On Mission (WOM)
Saturday, August 11 - 10am

Women on Mission meet on the 2nd Saturday of every
month at 10am. We pray for and learn about missionaries
around the world and often have simple projects to work on
for various ministries. Please come join us for prayer, learn-
ing and a great time of fellowship.

SCHOOL ﬂ Backpacks and School Supplies

SUPPLIES
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We have been collecting school supplies
and backpacks this past month for Mt.
Washington’s Service Center and Fleetridge School. Au-
gust 5 is our last collection Sunday for this so please bring
your items in by that evening—during our “Christmas in Au-
gust” Ice Cream Social. The following supplies are needed:

#2 Pencils

200 Count notebook paper

Spiral notebooks—70pg. wide ruled
40z. bottles of EImer’s glue
Boxes of crayons—24 colors only
Crayola markers—thick classic
Large box of tissues

2 Pocket file folders

Erasers, pink pearl in color
School supply box
Ruler—standard and metric

Mt. WASH-ington Soap Sunday!

“~ We will be collecting bars of soap and laundry
soap items on August 5 for Mt. Washington’s Service Cen-
ter. They are especially in need of laundry soap right now.
Thank you for supporting this ministry!

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
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Men, come join us for a hearty breakfast, a short devotion
a time of prayer and some great fellowship every second
Saturday of the month. A sign-up sheet is on the board.

August 11 - 8am
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