A Note from Your Music Minister

I's hard to believe it has already been three months since Amber and |
joined Norfleet. We have enjoyed being a part of this body. We have
loved getting to know everyone here and are excited to see how God
will use Norfleet Baptist Church in our community. Working with the
choir has put me out of my comfort zone but it has been a great experi-
ence. | am excited for the plans | have for the choir and for some of the
new songs | want to introduce to the congregation. | have enjoyed wor-
shiping with you all these past few months and | look forward to many
more months of worshiping and serving together.

Andy
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The Norfleet News
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How ARE WE TO NAVIGATE THIS BROKEN SOCIETY? ’

Pastor Carl posted a Facebook picture of the three latest white men charged with twenty-
five murders total. All three were taken into custody alive. Also in the post, were three Afri-
can-American men who were killed by police officers who were believed to be ready to do
harm to the police officers. None of the three had ever killed anyone. One of the African-
American men was in Minnesota and was reaching for his wallet with his ID that the officer
had requested. One of the African-American men was running away from the officer be-
cause he knew there was a warrant for his arrest for failure to pay child support. The of-
ficer fired eight shots, hitting the man five times. That officer pleaded guilty of violating the
man’s civil rights and was sentenced to twenty years in prison.

It is obvious that if the man had complied with the police officer, then he would have been
arrested per the warrant and would have gone back to jail and would be alive today. Here
is the problem for the church, at least the white church, as soon as we begin stating the
facts, the African-American community believes we are as the white church has always
been. Right or wrong, that is what the African-American community believes. It simply
does us no good in our witness of leading people to faith in Christ to lay statistics on the
table. It appears that we are always trying to justify why African-Americans get killed, ra-
ther than weeping over a society that has become as violent as the video games we play
and the movies we watch. In the case of the young man in California, when the police of-
ficers yelled, “Show us your hands!”, and the young man showed them his hands with a
cell phone in one hand and they shot him because they thought he had a gun. Running
away, not running away, he obeyed the officers and died at the scene.

So what should we do? Let us start by showing true empathy for our African-American
brothers and sisters. Let’'s stop reporting all the statistics about “black on black” crime. It
looks like an attempt to deflect any responsibility or blame that may land on our shoulders
to our African-American brothers and sisters. Let's stop telling our African-American
friends that they were never slaves and we were never slave holders. It looks like an ex-
cuse for not really doing godly justice and really showing kindness to all people. Maybe we
ought not believe anything on social media. I'm not sure my witness for Jesus Christ has
ever been enhanced by political or social post on Facebook. Maybe we should just dig into
our Bibles like we never have before, and then actually do what IT says, and NOT get one
single solitary belief from FoxNews, MSNBC, CNN, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, or Pin-
terest. We do not need any news of any kind from anywhere in order to be a witness for
Jesus Christ in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the utter most parts of the earth.

For those of us who are white, we ought to come to grips with the fact that we have never
had a racial barrier to overcome for any school, any university, any job, any home pur-
chase, any car purchase, any health care, or anything of the sort. Our African-American
brothers and sisters, in our day, in this culture, as our friends, have fought the racial barri-
er their whole life. It typically is the first and most oppressive barrier they fight. Maybe we
should start saying when faced with racial injustice of any kind, “That is bad. | am so sorry.
Can we pray for peace and wisdom and grace?”

One final thought that may surprise you. If | were to make an educated guess, Caucasians
will be in the minority when the roll is called up yonder. | have been told by great saints of
the Lord that probably the most impossible task for the American church will be integra-
tion. How sad is that? | think I'll spend the rest of my ministry tearing down that barrier of
integration in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ on American soil.

Pastor Scott

“Love the Lord your
God with all your heart
and with all your soul
and with all your might.
And these words that 1
command you today

shall be on your heart.
You shall teach them
diligently to your
children, and shall talk
of them when you sit in
your house, and when
you walk by the way,
and when you lie down,
and when you rise”

Deut er on/o my
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Joy Club Sunday!
May 6

Come reunite with old friends on Sunday, May 6th.
We are inviting our homebound members, our “dearly
departed” members, and those we haven’t seen in a
while to come and worship with us that morning. Fol-
lowing worship, lunch will be provided in Fellowship
Hall. Our intention is to visit and fellowship around the
table during and following lunch. We'll have scrap-
books and memorabilia of days gone by and enjoy
reminiscing with each other and how the Lord has
worked and is working through the Norfleet family. It
should be a fun and memorable event.

Please RSVP to let us know you’re coming. We will
be happy to arrange transportation for you if needed.
Just call the church office: 816-356-0079. We're look-
ing forward to seeing you and having some sweet
fellowship!

A warm welcome to our newest church family mem-
ber, Brandon Barber. Welcome back Brandon! We'’re
looking forward to serving the Lord with you.

Senior Adult Game Days
May 2 & 16

Game days are on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of
every month at 9:30am. Come enjoy fellowship, a
short devotion and a lot of fun.

T‘l\ The youth are hoping to go and visit
nﬁ Mary Walker in the care center this

month. Having turned 99 this year, they
will enjoy a meal and visit with her about her life, her
walk with the Lord, how things have changed, etc.

The Youth group meets every Wednesday at 6:00pm
for Bible Study and a craft, mission or other activity.

Sunday School News
Thank you to everyone who worked to make our Egg Search
¢ Event fun for children in our families and neighborhood. We
had so many people making this event a success. We also had
three dinners that week that our hostess and funeral commit-
tees performed a small miracle to make into successful and
tasty servings.

I'm grateful for prayers and God's hand during my daughter's
and 4 young grandchildren's trek across the Nebraska blizzard
last Friday 13th. They were hemmed in by closed roads leading
up to I-80. They finally made it Sunday afternoon. We enjoyed
a week and my daughter and | made the return trip in better
weather back to Wyoming last weekend, April 21. God is good.

It is good to be home again.

Susan Connor

&

Coffee & Donut Fellowship Breakfast
May 6, 8:45am
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FIRST IMPRESSION TEAM

a

( v&iﬁ’ﬁ’ We are in need of several greeters to

meet our guests and church mem-
bers at the doors on Sundays at 9:30am for Sunday
School/Bible Study and at 10:30am for worship.
Please pray about serving the Lord as a greeter.
First responders can pick any time or Sunday they
want to serve. If you are so led, call the church office
- 816-356-0079.

Church Council Meeting - May 14, 7pm

°
Carry-in Dinner and
Business Meeting
May 20 — 5:00pm
°

May Children’s Worship Workers
6 Susan Connor

13 Susan Connor

20 Mary Fisher & Sue Davidson

27 Bonnie Olds

May Nursery Workers

4 6 Becky Flippin & Romona McDanel
13 Becky Flippin

20 Sandy Choplin & Becky Flippin

27 Becky Flippin

State & Local Missions

Mt. Washington Service Center

We received $73.55, 95 bars of soap, several
other personal care items and condiments for Mt.
Washington’s Service Center in April. Thank you so
much for all your donations.

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering

We've collected $1,448.50 for the Annie
Armstrong North American Easter Offer-
ing. Thank you!

International Missions

Kenya

Please pray for the people at Archer’s
Post in Kenya. There has been consid-
erable rain and flooding with many peo-
ple displaced and animals lost.

Continue to pray for the Pastors and
new Christians in the areas where the
team visited this past March and for the
churches that have been planted in the
last several years. Pray they will contin-
ue to grow in their faith and tell others
about Jesus.

Thank you for supporting this ministry
through your prayers and giving.

WOMEN'’S MISSIONARY UNION

. o Women On Mission (WOM)

Saturday, May 12 - 10am

WOMEN

on 7721444/0’4/

Women on Mission meet on the 2nd Saturday of every
month at 10am. We pray for and learn about missionaries
around the world and often have simple projects to work on
for various ministries. All women are welcome and encour-
aged to come.

Mt. WASH-ington Soap Sunday!

We will be collecting bars of soap and laundry soap items on
May 6 for Mt. Washington’s Service Center. They provide
various necessities to those in our community and continual-
ly express great appreciation of our support. Thank you!

World Hunger Offering

We will have World Hunger bread banks

out for you to take home on May 6th.

Over the next few weeks collect your change or what ever
the Lord puts on your heart to give and place it in the banks.
We will collect the banks on June 10th.

%Q Men’s Prayer Breakfast

May 12 - 8am

Men, come join us for a hearty breakfast, a short devotion a
time of prayer and some great fellowship every second Sat-
urday of the month. A sign-up sheet is on the board.
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